WINNER OF THE 1986 AMERICAN ISRAEL NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION AWARD FOR BEST CLUB BULLETIN 



JANUARY 1988 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 207th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will he held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, January 27, 1988 8:00 P.M. 

PROGRAM FOR JANUARY: Tonight we 
welcome back Sanford Aronin, who 
last addressed us in Arpil, I 986 . 

His topic will be his collecting 
specialty, "Judaica." Sandy gave 
us a fascinating introduction to 
this subject previously, but bare¬ 
ly scratched the surface. Come 
and bring a fellow collector! 

RECAP OF NOVEMBER-DECEMBER MEETING: In the absence of our scheduled speaker, Dr. 

Roger Coleson, due to illness, President Robert Greenstein introduced our own Dr. Saul 
Needleman, who graciously filled in at the last possible moment with an interesting 
slide presentation, "A Numismatic Trip to England." Saul showed a series of excellent 
slides of places in England relating to the minting of coins and to the persecution of 
the Jews. One slide depicted the little-known location of the first synagogue in 
England. At the conclusion of his program he was thanked by the club for his interest¬ 
ing presentation. A total of 13 members were in attendance. 

SHOW AND TELL: The first exhibitor was Robert 
Leonard , who displayed 10 Neolithic flint tools 
found in the Sinai in the late 1960's at Neo¬ 
lithic sites there and said to be of the 6 th 
Millenium B.C.E. He also showed a plate from 
W. F. Albright's The Archaeology of Palestine 
of Lower Natufian artifacts, which are exactly similar and obviously made by the same 
culture. These were dated by Albright to the 7th Millenium B.C.E. Member Joe Sporn 
pointed out that these tool-like artifacts indicate the development of agriculture. 

Bob also brought an Egyptian scraper of a later period and four ancient coins with He¬ 
brew inscriptions. Our other exhibitor was Don Oppenheim , who showed the Fall issue of 
the Centinel, published by the Central States Numismatic Society, containing an article 
by Dr. Saul Needleman, "Coinage Related to the Thirty Years War." Saul explained that 
this was the first truly "world war," and that many of these coins bear Hebrew inscrip¬ 
tions. 

BUSINESS: Please pay your JL 988 dues to Joe Sporn if you haven't already done so. The 
club will not meet at CICF this year due to low attendance at previous meetings. A 
letter was received from AINA thanking INSI for its donation to the Bram Memorial Phnd. 
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WINNER OF THE I986 AMERICAN ISRAEL NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION AWARD FOR BEST CLUB BULLETIN 



Israel Humismatic Society 


FEBRUARY I988 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 208th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, February 24, I988 8:00 P.M. 

PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY; Tonight we have been 
able to reschedule Dr. Roger Coleson, Ph.D,, 
who will address us on "The Development of the 
Hebrew Script." Dr. Coleson, who is an accom¬ 
plished scribe, earned his degree from the Or¬ 
iental Institute and is working towards ordina¬ 
tion at the Hebrew Theological Seminary. He is 
currently teaching at the Ida Crown Jewish Aca¬ 
demy. Come and bring a guest to hear this ex¬ 
ceptional presentation! Refreshments will be 
provided. 




RECAP OF JANUARY MEETING; President Robert Greenstein opened the meeting by introdu¬ 
cing our speaker for the evening, Sanford Aronin, who addressed us on "Judaica." Sandy 
began by showing us a Judaic postcard showing Reb Lieb (Areyeh) Aronin, his great grand¬ 
father. Reb Aronin, who is mentioned in the 1901-02 Jewish yearbook, was born in Lith¬ 
uania, but moved to Sturgeon Bay, Fond du Lac, and finally Mayville, Wisconsin. By 1930 
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he had retired to Palestine, as is apparent from checks drawn by Sam Aronin on the State 
Bank of Mayville and payable to him, which were cashed at the Mizrahi Bank in Jerusalem, 
Palestine. He is known to have died there prior to I933, as he is mentioned in a book 
of rules for the Sabbath, published in Jerusalem in 1933» as having passed away. Sandy 
wrote an article about him, and the checks, which was published in The Shekel in July- 
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August I 98 O. In Mayville, the Aronins were the only Jews in town, so Sandy extended his 
collection to postcards of Mayville itself (including one showing a nonexistent trolly 
car, for the sake of prestige), which he exhibited. Other items of Judaica relating to 
the Aronin family shown were a letter from Ben Aronin, Sandy's uncle, and also a picture 
of him in the History of Anshe Emet Synagogue published in 19^3 on its 70th anniversary. 
Two non-Judaic items displayed were dairy tokens from Mayville, Wisconsin. 

At the conclusion of his fascinating presentation Sandy responded to questions from mem¬ 
bers. He was thanked by Bob Greenstein and presented with a New Year's Season's Greet¬ 
ings token from Israel. In addition to the speaker, 9 members and a guest, Mr. Douglas 
Rosenberg, were present. 

BUSINESS: A nominating committee will be appointed at the next meeting to select offi¬ 
cers for the next term. In the absence of Dr. Needleman, no report was presented on the 
Great Lakes Numismatic Seminar. 

COMING ATTRACTIONS: Our program in March will be "Maps of the Holy Land," by Dr. Barry 
J. Beitzel. The date will be announced because of a possible conflict with the holi¬ 
days. Dr. Beitzel gave the program on the Tell el-Amarna centennial in April, I 987 . 



SHOW AND TELL: Our 
first exhibitor was 
Robert Leonard , who 
brought several Ju¬ 
daic postcards in 
honor of the even¬ 
ings's topic. He 
also showed a copy 
of his article, "A 
Numismatics Illus¬ 
tration of The Bi¬ 
ble," published in 
World Coins for De¬ 
cember 1987. Bob 
brought the "manu¬ 
script," a floppy 
disk, a printout, 
and marked proofs. 
He mentioned that 
he received the 


proofs by Federal 


Express on Saturday morning, read and marked them over the weekend, then called Coin 
World on Monday to tell them he would be returning them by Federal Express that day so 
they would have them the next morning—only to be told they were going to press that 
afternoon! So he read some of the corrections over the phone and sent the rest by fac¬ 
simile, but many did not get in. Bob also brought a copy of Harry Flower's article, 
"Numismatic Tributes to Albert Einstein," recently reprinted as a pamphlet by the A.N.A. 
and now available from them for $2.95* The second and last exhibitor was Ben Odesser , 
who displayed an interesting unopened deck of cards commemorating the 73rd (that's 
right, 73rd) anniversary of the Jewish Training School, 1891-1921, issued by their 
Alumni Association (apparently in 1964, to judge by the dates and the revenue stamp). 

A most interesting and unique item. 

LUCKY MEMBERS: Omitted from the January issue were the names of the Hanukkah raffle 
winners: Saul Needleman, Morris Goldberg, Don Oppenheim, and Mrs. Greenstein. 











WINNER OF THE 1986 AMERICAN ISRAEL NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION AWARD FOR BEST CLUB BULLETIN 



IscaeL Xlumismatic Society 


OF ILLINOIS 


MARCH I988 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 209th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will "be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, March 23, I988 8:00 P.M. 

PROGRAM FOR MARCH: We are pleased to 
welcome hack Dr. Barry J. Beitzel, Pro¬ 
fessor of Old Testament and Semitic Lan 
guages at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School in Deerfield, who presented such 
a fascinating program to us on Tell el- 
Amarna last April. Tonight his subject 
will be "Maps of the Holy Land," a long 
time specialty of his. Early maps of 
Palestine are very popular now, so this 
should be of interest to some of your 
friends as well. Bring a guest! 

RECAP OF FEBRUARY MEETING: In the absence of Robert Greenstein, the meeting was 
called to order by Vice President Robert Leonard with eight members and one guest, 
Esther Goldberg, present. Bob immediately introduced our speaker, Dr. Roger Coleson, 
whose topic was "The Development of the Hebrew Script." Dr. Coleson began by ex¬ 
plaining that the earliest known writing is inscriptions on personal possessions; 
writing one's name on a spear or arrow is mentioned in the Bible. Many expamples 
have been found recently, particularly spearheads cast in bronze. 

The invention of the alphabet was a great aid to literacy, he said, as it was an im¬ 
provement on cuneiform and heiroglyphics. The first Hebrew inscription (actually 
Canaanite) dates from the 18th century B.C.E. and resembles Indian picture writing, 
but the glyphs are really letters, as there are only 26 of them. Like a child’s 
primer, the symbol represents the sound of the first letter of the name of the object 
represented. For example, an ox head represents the first letter of the word for ox, 
aleph, and an eye represents ayeen. The earliest Hebrew inscription is a calendar gi¬ 
ving the months of the year, from the time of Saul or David. 

No specimens of Hebrew writing seem to have survived from between circa 1000 and 600 
B.C.E., and there is no known explanation. But a great deal of material is available 
after that. The Lachish letters were written on potsherds at the time of the fall of 
Jerusalem in 586 B.C.E. by five to six different scribes. After the Babylonian cap¬ 
tivity, however the language changed; the exiles spoke and wrote Hebrew, but the re¬ 
turnees spoke and wrote Aramaic. Aramaic was faster to write because it used an 
alphabet of only 22 letters, so many Jews became court scribes as a result, (it was 










meant to be written with a pen.) 

The scribe Ezra decreed that the new square Aramaic script was the only script to be 
used for Torahs and mezuzahs. However, the name of G-d continued to be written in the 
pre-exile archaic script in Torahs—and it was used on all coins down to the Bar 
Kochba War in the 2nd century G.E, Dr. Goleson attributed this to an act of national¬ 
ism: no one else was using the old script (except the Samaritans, who used a varia¬ 
tion of it). The final forms of Hebrew letters developed during this period. 

After the letters of Bar Kochba there is a gap down to the 7th century in Babylonia 
and North Africa. Vowel signs appear in an early to mid- 9 th century Judao-Persian 
translation of the Torah. A particularly formal script called STTM, for Sefer Torah 
Tefillin Mezuzah, was used for writing these documents, Dr. Goleson said. 

In response to questions, Dr. Goleson stated that scribes must be right-handed and 
that both scroll and ink used must be entirely organic. He makes his ink from gum 
arabic, gall nut, distilled water, and a little lampblack—and then cooks for eight 
hours. The ink is water soluable. It is possible to distinguish Sephardic from Ash¬ 
kenazi writing by the letter shin; it is more pointed in Ashkenazi. Any mistake in 
writing the Torah can be corrected except in one of the ten names of G-d, simply by 
scrapiug them off and writing over. A scroll that cannot be corrected must be buried. 
There are from 5-15 points of criteria for each letter for it to be Kosher. There are 
special rules for writing divorce documents—they must be written on 12 lines and with 
close spacing, and each line must have a lamed in it to prevent interleaved lines from 
being added to change the terms (lamed has a long ascender which extends most of the 
way to the line above). 

At the conclusion of his presentation Dr. Goleson was warmly thanked by the members 
for his interesting and educational presentation. 

BUSINESS: Dr. Saul Needleman presented a report on the proposed Great Lakes Numisma¬ 
tic Seminar. He recommended that it be held for two days in the fall, with two break¬ 
fasts and no dinner to hold down costs. A target price would be in the area of $20- 
$25, he said. There would be a maximum of six dealers. After some discussion and a 
few further suggestions from members, he was asked to proceed along the lines of his 
recommendation. 

SHOW AND TELL: The first exhibitor was Saul Needleman , 
who showed a recent book by columnist Art Buchwald, 
which has a picture of the author on the cover that 
bears a striking resemblance to Saul. He also dis¬ 
played a fine shofar that he recently purchased from 
the Biblical Archaeology Society. (After the meeting 
Dr. Coleson demonstrated how to blow it.) Our second 
exhibitor was Robert Leonard , who brought eight ancient 
Jewish coins with inscriptions in archaic Hebrew script 
and a French anti-Dreyfusard token of 1899 in brass. 

This token, issued by the French pretender Philippe Due 
d'Orleans, has a reverse inscription which, translated, 
means "I will revenge only the injuries made to the Fa¬ 
therland. I will replace my country to the first rank 
of nations with the help of all the true French. Phil¬ 
ippe." According to Peter S. Horvitz, writing in The 
Shekel for April-May-June I 987 , the "injuries made to the Fatherland" can only refer 
to the activities of the supporters of Dreyfus. (Philippe was one of the most dis¬ 
tinguished of the anti-Dreyfusards.) 









VINNER OF THE I986 AMERICAN ISRAEL NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION AWARD FOR BEST CLUB BULLETIN 




OF ILLINOIS 


Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 


Spring 1988 


BULLETIN 


The 212th meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of 
Illinois will be held at 


CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 


Wednesday, June 29, 1988 8:00 p.m. sharp 


NOTE DATE CHANGE 


NOTE DATE CHANGE 


PROGRAM FOR JUNE : Dr. Barry Beitzel, Professor of Old 
Testament and Semitic Languages at Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School in Deerfield will speak on "Maps of the Holy 
Land". Dr. Beitzel was originally scheduled to make this 
presentation in March but was delayed because of a trip to 
Israel. Dr. Beitzel last spoke at INSI a year ago, reporting 
to us the latest findings and interpretations on Tel 
elAmarna. We are fortunate in having such an excellent 
speaker to present another fascinating program.. 

This is an excellent opportunity to meet and hear this most 
authoritative speaker on a subject of great collecting and 
historic interest. If you haven’t been to a meeting for a 
while, this is a perfect occasion to drop in. In fact, 
don’t make an enemy — bring some of your friends with you. 

Let them enjoy hearing Dr. Beitzel and they will thank you 
for it. 

RECAP OF THE SEASON TO DATE : The 1988 speaker season began 
with a bang at INSI when Sanford Aronin spoke on one of his 
favorite topics, collecting Judaica. In previous presentations, 
he had introduced us to some of the many unusual areas of 
collecting that can be fit into this general topic and in 
January, Sandy extended the collectible list still further. 

We look forward to even more hints in the future. 

February brought Dr. Roger Coleson who addressed us on the 
topic of "The Development of the Hebrew Script". Through 
the medium of slides showing ancient and medieval documents. 

Dr. Coleson led us through the development of Hebrew 








calligraphy over the centuries into its own uniqueness even 
as it incorporated features of the written language of 
surrounding cultures. He illustrated the creation of the 
modern script from its earliest beginnings as glyphs 
representing common things around us and having the name 
sound which gave rise to the letter names as we now know 
them. 

The Coleson presentation spurred INSI member Hunt Unger to 
continue this theme with his own brief presentation in April 
on additional examples of variations in more modern Hebrtew 
and Yiddish calligraphy which reflected the personalized 
writing styles and cultural backgrounds of the authors. 

In May, Don Oppenheim had the opportunity to discuss a 
number of medieval and relatively modern Jewish artefacts 
from his interesting personal collection. Because so many 
of these pieces are beautiful works of art and unique, it is 
always a pleasure to hear Don explain the origin and use of 
many of the items. Don too has shown many rare Judaic 
antiques at INSI meetings in the past. 

INSI NEWSWATCH : While INSI meetings are well-known for 
their casualness and fun-filled non-business atmosphere, 
there are a few important items of business which took place 
during the Spring quarter which are of general interest to 
the membership. 

Probably of first importance at this time is the 
announcement of the election of new officers at the JUNE 
meeting. Because of the current limited size of the 
membership, the Nominating Committee is offerring only three 
names to fill offices: 

President Hunt Unger 

Treasurer Joe Sporn 

Secretary Bob Greenstein 

All other functions will be filled on an ad hoc basis. 
Programs for the monthly meetings will be arranged by 
committee in conjunction with the President. 

Hunt is a relatively recent member of INSI but has 
already become a strong supporter of the Club. While his 
numismatic interests are of a more general nature, he is 
actively involved, with his wife, in setting up a Judaic 
numismatic collection in a museum in Leipzig, East Germany 
in order to help re-establish a Jewish cultural presence 
there. Joe and Bob both are past-Presidents of INSI and 
have agree to serve in office again in order to promote the 
welfare of the Club. The INSI Bulletin will appear only as 
a quarterly with monthly meeting notices by postal card 
only. 

NEWS AND VIEW : As always, the continued existence of INSI 
depends on a continuing and participating membership. We 




MUST approach potential members and invite them (bring them) 
to attend meetings. We MUST continue our Speaker's program. 
We have to attract new members - OR - you may show up at a 
meeting one day and find out that INSI NO LONGER EXISTS. 

For INSI to continue to exist, it takes a little bit of 
action on your part. You CAN'T leave everything to others 
to do. WE NEED NEW MEMBERS. 

We report with regret that long-time member and former 
President, Bob Leonard, has again flown the coop. Bob 
recently accepted a position with Superior Stamp & Coin Co. 
in Los Angeles and has moved to that area with his family. 
Among other positions held by Bob during his time with INSI 
was Vice-President in charge of programs and Editor of the 
Bulletin. Bob was a constant exhibitor in Show and Tell at 
the meetings each month, generally showing unusual items of 
general or Judaic interest. He will be missed at INSI and 
we wish him - and his wife Jan and his children, the best in 
his new job and in their new residence. 

The idea of a Great Lakes Seminar is still being 
developed between INSI, the Michigan and Cleveland INSs and 
AINA. Through the efforts of Norbert Jericho, a suitable 
site. Holiday Inn-Skokie on Touhy Ave. has been located. 

The other groups are being probed for their general interest 
Details will be made available if a decision is reached to 
proceed with a Seminar. The current plan is to have a two 
day event with 5-6 major speakers on numismatic topics, 
speakers from AINA on club status and a Dinner and Breakfast 
The Seminar may be held in conjunction with Ben Odessor's 
Chicago Coin Bourse. 

Saul Needleman won the Central States Numismatic 
Society Elton Bradfield Literary Award for 1988 at the CSNS 
annual meeting in Indianopolis in April. He also won his 
fourth silver Literary medal from the Chicago Coin Club. 

Do you have any news items you'd like to have appear 
in the INSI Bulletin - or short articles. Submit them to 
the President and they WILL APPEAR here. 


Coin Photography 


Adrian Hoff 

Photographing coins can add more 
than loose change to your studio’s 
bank account. Collectors rely on pho¬ 
tographic documentation for in¬ 
surance purposes. Photographs are 
also used to reach potential buyers; 
it’s less risky to mail photos than 
valuable coins. There are a variety of 



publications, from metal decting and 
treasure hunting magazines to those 
catering to serious investors, expand¬ 
ing the need of professional quality 
coin photography. 

Illumination 

The equipment and the technical re¬ 
quirements of this market are relative¬ 
ly simple. A 1,000W quartz light plus 
a mirror or two provide illumination for 
nearly all of my coin photos. They’re 
shot with a battered old Olympus 
OM-2S fitted with a macro lens and, 
occasionally, an extension tube. 

Quartz illumination enables me to 
use the camera’s through-the-lens 
meter; that simplifies exposure ad¬ 
justments for the extended lens to 
film-plane distances encountered in 
close-up work. The quartz light also 
allows for more accurate placement 
of the mirrors. With oblique lighting on 
subjects as small as most coins, 
slight differences between the angle 
light from the modeling lamp, versus 
the angle of light from the flash tube, 
can create problems; the recorded 
image can differ dramatically from that 
seen through the viewfinder. 

I usually elevate small products to 
light subject and background 


separately. Coins are no exception. I 
use a roofing nail with the head 
covered with felt. The head is wide 
enough to safely balance the coin and 
the felt protects it from the abrasive 
metal. Shooting straight down, the nail 
is hidden by the coin. This set-up 
elevates the coin sufficiently for my 
style of lighting — and to throw the 
background out of focus. 

Snoots don’t concentrate light into 
a tight enough pattern for my needs, 
so I use mirrors. Light reflected by a 
mirror retains the basic propei ues or 
the original light (specular or diffused) 
while taking on the size and shape of 
the mirror. Magnifying mirrors focus 
light into a beam smaller than the mir¬ 
ror itself, but not evenly. I use magni¬ 
fying mirrors only to cast small 
specular highlights on larger pro¬ 
ducts. 

Shiny coins that need to appear 
bright can create special problems. A 
dark camera reflected in a polished 
silver coin can make the coin appear 
dark. Illuminating the ceiling above the 
shooting area can help. But in some 
cases you may have to surround the 
coin with a white “light tent.” It all 
depends on how reflective the coin is 
and how bright it needs to appear in 
the photograph. 

It’s advisable to check with your in¬ 
surance agent before accepting 
clients. Homeowner’s and business 
insurance policies often restrict 
coverage on coins. Keep in mind — a 
collection can be valuable even if no 
single coin is worth a lot of money. 

You should also learn about proper 
care and handling. It’s more complex 
than most non-collectors realize. You 
can damage a coin by simply picking it 
up. “Condition” is a primary factor in 
determining value. Most appraisers 
evaluate valuable coins under a 30X 
microscope. Scratches which are not 
even visible to the naked eye can 
diminish the value of certain coins. 
Always wear cotton gloves and han¬ 
dle valuable coins by the ribbed edge. 
Don’t attempt to clean or polish them. 
Never set them on an abrasive sur¬ 
face or use adhesives to hold valuable 
coins in place for photos. 

Photographing coins is not a major 
part of my studio’s overall business. 
But it’s relatively simple work that con¬ 
sumes little time. It fits easily between 
commercial assignments. In today’s 
economy, anything that can add to the 
bottom line without interrupting my 
schedule is welcome. jc| 
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Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 


The 213th meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of 
Illinois will be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, July 28, 1988 8:00 p.m. sharp 


PROGRAM FOR JULY : Aviva Silberman of the Jewish Vocational 
Service in Chicago will speak on Jewish Symbolism. Ms 
Silberman is a professional vocational counselor, but has 
developed a personal interest in the origin and meanings of 
Jewish symbolism. This field is almost limitless embracing, 
as it does, numerology, Kabbala, religious artefacts, the 
seasons and other areas and she is prepared to provide us 
with a most informative evening. Bring a friend and help us 
welcome Ms Silberman at the July meeting. 

RECAP OF THE JUNE MEETING : Dr. Barry Beitzel spoke on "A 
History of Mapping the Middle East, Including Palestine. 

The oldest map known is of the Isle of Sontorini in the 
Mediterranean which is from about 2300 BCE. Even coins 
exist with maps on them, the two outstanding examples being 
from Ephesus (340 BCE) and from Messina in Italy. Some of 
the largest collections of old maps are to be found in 
Hebrew University Library with 600-800 maps of the Holy 
Land, Library of Congress, University of Wisconsin in 
Milwaukee, British Museum and the Bodelean Library. Ancient 
maps exist on clay tablets, papyrus scrolls, coffins, 
mosaics and wood carvings. The earliest maps orient to the 
East and West because they show the Holy Land as Moses saw 
it. The Ptolemy map was the first to orient to the North 
because of star references. Some Arab maps orient to the 
South placing Medina at the top. Most ancient maps, 
however, placed Jerusalem at the center of the map because 
it was felt to be the center of the world. The map of 
Eratosthenes was the first to show parallels and meridians; 
that of Eusebius listed biblical sites, locations and 




special scientific features (in Greek). The advent of 
Christianity in Rome brought an end to scientific inquiry 
and suffocated Eusebius' method of cartography. The "T and 
O' map became common at this time showing the three known 
continents separated by the three great rivers forming a T 
and the whole surrounded by the river at the edge of the 
Earth, the O. These maps were founded in dogma rather than 
geology or cartography. Modern map making began about 1800 
with Napoleon's preparation for his battles. In these maps, 
triangulation surveys were used for the first time. 

We came away from Dr. Beitzel's presentation with a new 
view of the old and we thank him for his efforts. 

INSI NEWSWATCH : The officers for 1988-1989 were elected by 
unanimous vote. Hunt Unger will serve as President of INSI. 
Joe Sporn returns as Treasurer and Bob Greenstein moves from 
President to Secretary. We congratulate the new officers 
and urge all members to show their support by working with 
the officers in any way they can. Formal installation will 
take place in July. 

Just as we reported in the Spring Bulletin that Bob 
Leonard has moved to Los Angeles, we learned that he has in 
fact decided to remain in Chicago instead. We welcome him 
back into the fold. The editorship of the INSI Bulletin, 
temporarily held by Saul B. Needleman, will return to Bob 
with the August issue. 

There is no further news at this time regarding the 
Great Lakes Seminar. Other clubs have been contacted but no 
replies have yet been received and the go/no go decision has 
not yet been made. Because of the timing, it is possible 
that the Seminar will be delayed into the Spring. 

No new ideas for increasing our membership role have 
been forthcoming. It still seems that the prevailing idea 
is that someone ought to do something about it, BUT NOT ME. 
As we said in the last issue, WE NEED NEW MEMBERS TO 
SURVIVE. 

Remember when we used to have Show and Tell that took 
up half of the meeting. It's not too late to dig up your 
favorite piece for the July meeting. We'd like to see 
what you collect andlisten to you tell us a little about it. 



A History of Mapping the Near East, Including Palestine 

Barry J. Beitzel 


I. Introduction 

II. Ancient and Classical periods 

A. Mesopotamian specimens 

1. Nuzi map (c. 2300 BC) 

2. Nippur map (c. 1500 BC) 

(analogous city maps) 

3. Babylonian map of the world (7th-6th century BC) 

(analogous cosmological map of Nut) 

B. Syro-Palestinian specimens 

(star fresco from T. Ghassul) 

C. Egyptian specimens 

1. Book of the Two Ways map (c. 2000 BC) 

2. Turin Papyrus map (c. 1300 BC) 

(Hatshepsut relief; Seti I relief) 

D. Mediterranean specimens 

1. Santorini fresco (c. 1500 BC) 

("coin" maps) 

2. Theoretical geography 

a. Homer—shield of Achilles 

b. Thales—predict eclipses; calculate length of year 

c. Anaximander—invented gnomon and introduced sundial 

d. Hecataeus—world divided into two continents 

e. Pythagoras—taught sphericity of earth 

f. Herodotus—map of world 

g. Eudoxus—drew globe 

h. Aristotle—rationalized arguments for earth's sphericity 

III. Hellenistic and Greco-Roman periods 

A. Alexander the great—exploration of known world 

B. Eratosthenes—calculation of earth's circumference; constructed world map 

on basis of parallels and meridians 

C. Strabo—map of world 

IV. Ptolemaic and Late-Roman periods 

A. Ptolemy—"first projection"; "second projection"; map of Palestine 

B. Eusebius— Onomasticon 

C. Jerome map of Palestine and map of world (AD 12th century) 

(Julius Caesar; Antonine Itinerary; Theodosius II) 

D. Peutinger map (c. AD 450) 

E. Dura-Europos shield (c. AD 260) 

F. Medeba mosaic (AD 6th century) 

(Kh. er-Rasis mosaic) 

V. Arab and Medieval periods 

A. Istakhri map (AD 952) 

B. Idrisi map (AD 1154) 

C. Isidor's T-0 map (c. AD 625) 

D. Mansel map (AD 15th century) 

E. Psalter map (c. AD 1250) 

F. Hereford map (c. AD 1275) 

G. Clover leaf map (AD 1581) 

H. Adrichom map of Jerusalem (c. AD 1584) 

I. Beatus map (c. AD 775) 

J. "Anglo-Saxon" map (c. AD 995) 

VI. Early Modern and Modern periods 

A. Mercator map (AD 1537) 

B. Jansson map (c. AD 1665) 

C. Laicksteen map (AD 1584) 

D. Zaddiq map (AD 1621) 

E. Fuller map (AD 1650) 

F. Reland map (AD 1714) 

G. Jacotin map (AD 1800) 
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The 214th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will he held at 
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PROGRAM FOR AUGUST: Tonight our speaker will he Mr. 
James Theodore Koutsoures, who will present his pop¬ 
ular program "Metals and Numismatics." Jim is past 
President of the Morton Grove Coin Cluh and author 
of The Identification of the Feuchtwanger Cents, Low 

120 (Des Plaines, IL, n.d.). He will cover the var- 

ious metals used in coining, their properties, die 
making, and striking. Come out, and invite a col¬ 
lector friend to hear this fine presentation! 



RECAP OF JULY MEETING: The meeting was called to order hy President Boh Greenstein 
with nine members and three guests present. It was announced that J. J. Van Grover 
is now distributor of Israel coins in the United States for AINA, and that members 
are encouraged to order their new issues of Israel coins and medals through INSI, as 
the cluh receives a 5% discount which helps keep dues low. The new cluh officers were 
installed hy past President Dr. Saul Needleman, and the meeting turned over to Presi¬ 
dent Hunt Unger. 


Hunt began hy introducing our speaker, Aviva Silberman of the Jewish Vocational Ser¬ 
vice, who addressed us on "Judaism and Symbolism," Ms. Silberman began by predicting 
that some of the statements she would make that evening would be controversial—which 
proved to be correct—-but that her program was largely based on the teaching of Rabbi 
Davidowitz, the world's leading expert on Jewish symbolism. She stated that a symbol 
can be defined as a musical, verbal, or visual representation of a belief. For a sym¬ 
bol to be a Jewish symbol, it must meet three tests: (1) It must have its origins in 
ancient times; (2) it must be still with us today; and (3) it must be Jewish no matter 
where it is found. 


Though the Jews have always been literate, and thus did not need icons or other pic¬ 
tures for religious functions as the Gentiles did, she said, symbols of their religion 
have been very important to them—as witness efforts to save the Torah scroll and can¬ 
dlesticks from a fire in the synagogue. In addition to these, other Jewish symbols 
include the mezuzah and habdalah candle. G-d is never depicted in Jewish symbolism. 
Other things not usually thought of as Jewish symbols, Ms. Silberman said, are the 
Mizrach (East) on the eastern wall of a Jewish home, facing Jerusalem, and the 10 
Commandments. Here she digressed by pointing out that the word translated as "com¬ 
mandments" is mitzvah , which can also mean "utterances" or "words," and that the 10 
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Commandments are often referred to as the "10 Words" by Jews. Christianity sees Juda¬ 
ism as a religion of laws, she said, when the Commandments are not laws hut responsi¬ 
bility. Consequently, she denied that there was such a thing as a "Judaeo-Christian 
tradition" because of what she termed this fundamental difference in interpretation of 
the 10 Commandments. 


The Menorah, she said, is the only uniquely Jewish symbol. The Mogan David is not a 
Jewish symbol at all (it is probably a Buddist symbol), though it has been adopted by 
the Jews. Hebrew letters are also symbols of Judaism. Finally, there is symbolism in 
Jewish life cycle ceremonies—berith milah (boys), weddings, and the rending of a gar¬ 
ment following a death in the family. 


But Ms. Silberman's most controversial assertion was her accusation that Michelangelo 
depicted Moses with horns because of the Christian belief that Jews killed Christ. It 
was believed in those days that all Jews had horns as a result, she said. David was 
not shown with horns because he was a homophile symbol and Michelangelo did not want 
to disfigure his perfect beauty, she stated. It was remarked by several members that 
a mistranslation of the Hebrew word qaran , horned or shone, led to this interpretation. 

At the conclusion of her presentation Ms 0 Silberman was thanked for her thought-provo¬ 
king program and presented with an AINA Educational Certificate by Robert Greenstein. 



SHOW AND TELL: Our first exhibitor was Dr. Saul 
Needleman , who displayed a Flrench Revolutionary token 
of 1792, issued by the Monneron Brothers in Paris. It 
is a copper token of 5 sols value, and has a complex 
design showing the figure of Flrance seated, holding a 
tablet inscribed "The Constitution of Flrance" (in 
Flrench), before a troop of soldiers taking the oath 
of allegiance. A long inscription refers to events 
of the Revolution and states that the token is ex¬ 
changeable against Assignats. Bob Leonard , the next 
exhibitor, brought three awards from the A.N.A. Conven¬ 
tion in Cincinnati. The first was member Harry Flower's 
third place Heath Literary Award for his outstanding arti-^j 
cle, "Numismatic Tributes to Albert Einstein," which ap¬ 
peared in The Numismatist in I 987 . The second was Bob 's 
own award from the Numismatic Literary Guild for the Best Coin 
Article in a World Commercial Magazine for his article, "A 
Numismatic Illustration of the Bible" in Coin World's World Coins , December I 987 . And 
the third was the A.N.A.'s second place award for a local numismatic publication, 1987> 
awarded to the INSI Bulletin , Bob Leonard, Editor. There were 3^ entries of local club 
publications submitted to the A.N.A. in this category, and we finished in a tie for se¬ 
cond place. The INSI Bulletin has thus been awarded best in AINA for I 986 and second 
best in the nation for I 987 . (We are unlikely to go any higher, as the winning bulle¬ 
tin in our category is eight pages long every month, and our budget couldn't stand the 
expense even if the editor found the material and the time to issue a bulletin of such 
size.) Bob also displayed a bus ticket from Jerusalem, circa 1925 > 
that he had acquired from Ben Odesser (who received it from Yosef 
r> ~ Sa'ar of Eilat as "very rare"). Bob translated the inscription on 

p*W A this ticket as "House of the Post/ Y. Schwartz/ Prepaid Fare/ Going 

■naany’o: or Return/ University." It was good for passage from the Main Post 

mm w ny?.-. Office in downtown Jerusalem to the Hebrew University on Mount Scopus. 

. The Hebrew University was formally opened and dedicated by Lord Bal¬ 
four April 1, 1925; its first Chancellor was Dr. Judah L. Magnes of 
New York. Bob speculated that Mr. Schwartz began his bus service 
about 1925 to accommodate the construction workers, faculty, and students, and that 
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the Main Post Office was selected as a terminus simply "because it was a landmark in 
the center of town, and not strictly "because of its function. Our last exhibitor, Dr, 
Herbert Lippitz , showed an interesting book relating to tonight’s topic, The Five 
Megilloth . 

GREAT LAKES NUMISMATIC SEMINAR: Dr. Needleman reported that the INS of Cleveland had 
contacted him and promised that 12 persons (six couples) would be in attendance, and 
that they could furnish two speakers. He is still waiting to hear from Michigan and 
from AINA itself. A further report will be made at the August meeting. 

COMING ATTRACTIONS; INSI's remaining meetings for I988 will be held on September 28, 
October 26, November 30» and December 28. Several interesting speakers are being ap¬ 
proached for these meetings. Our annual Doanated Auction is planned for the November 
meeting, just in time for Hannuka or Christmas. More speakers and suggestions for pro¬ 
grams are welcome. 

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES to our new officers for 1988-89: 

President Hunt Unger 

Treasurer Joe Sporn 

Secretary Bob Greenstein 

THANK YOU: To Dr. Saul Needleman for pitching in to edit the INSI Bulletin while Bob 
Leonard was in California considering becoming a coin dealer. Bob has resumed editing 
the Bulletin with this issue. 
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Wednesday, September 28, 


8s00 P.M. 




PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER; Our presentation tonight will be 
"An Inside Look at the Coin Auction Business" by our own 
Robert Leonard. Bob worked for the leading Beverly Hills 
auction house of Superior Stamp & Coin Co./Superior Gal¬ 
leries earlier this year as a professional numismatist, 
and was involved with many phases of their auction busi¬ 
ness. This program is a MUST for anyone thinking of buy¬ 
ing or selling coins at auction. Bring a guest! 

R ECAP OF AUGUST MEETING: President Hunt Unger called the meeting to order with 13 
members and a guest, Esther Goldberg, present in addition to the speaker. He then 
introduced Dr. Saul Needleman, who introduced our speaker, Mr, James Koutsou-res. Mr. 

oW SOU 5® S ha ?- a ?’ S ’ a u d M * S> ln metallur gy and is a high school teacher of metal 
shop. His subject was Metals and Numismatics." 

! trike colns or medals must be harder than the coin or medal blank, he 
said. The hardening of dies was formerly the most secretive part of coin production. 
cS®®, 3 ?® £ 0W , mad ® 5 ro f steel » a man-made composition of iron and carbon, he explained. 
ZZ*+7 gardened by heat o treating to control the carbon content. This is done by 

avoid n exoe?c.fvp e -h -++1^°° ~ 2000 ( red hot), then quenching in water or oil. To 

onlv thpn brittleness, ductility is added by tempering—-heating to 200° - 700° 

hers*to exam* 16110 tj S ? hold the temper. Jim passed several dies around for the mem- 

steel ^ies ^ al ^° exhi ^ ted h* 5 grandfather’s engraving tools, used to engrave 
steel dies years ago. Today, dies are often sunk with punches. 

h ° W °° ins counterfeited. False dies can he 
cents which are hard 1 ! 3 ?° ln ^ u f ed Inake false 1943 copper cents from 19^3 steel 
SDM from* a soft co^n & " t ^ ans:fer machine (as the 1944 nickel counterfeits), by 

felts, he suggested tlit snare 0 ? • I " v 11 f gy (fr0m pressed aies )‘ detect, counter- 
"oranie• P ^ nS 1)6 studied under a 10 power glass to look for 

is dif struck a?d f ?ot 3 +1®" p f ™ dleS ) ^ 316 lines ( an indication that the coin 
One parti^lL?? d??ef 3 ra ? S 0a “ ® differentiated from gold hy an acid test. 

ooLs^“e^mtn?XedT a p° y . 1S ™ S ° ld - 85% °°PP er eod 15* zinc Genuine gold 
boih meSls hftrSe y PlU ?f ng them "i th tungsten; this is difficult to detect as 

ver Jd Sd^Ilovs anTth 3560 ??^ He ° ut a sheet «**»* various sil- 

x ana SOfa alloys and the method of testing gold. 









At the conclusion of his informative presentation Jim was thanked "by the members and 
given an AINA Educational Award. 


\ 



GREAT LAKES NUMISMATIC SEMINAR: Dr. Needleman presented a status report on the proposed 
Great Lakes Numismatic Seminar and requested a number of volunteers to head up commit¬ 
tees. Dr. Goldberg and Norbert Jericho volunteered, but Saul concluded that this was 
not enough and stated that, the seminar, proposed for March %, I 989 , would have to be 
cancelled. He notified AINA to this effect after the meeting. For a further update 
on the status of the seminar, see the letter from Saul beginning on page 3> 

SHOW AND TELL: Our first exhibitor was Dr. Saul 
Needleman . who brought Civil War store card to¬ 
kens issued by four of the 12 merchants issuing 
them at Watertown, Wisconsin, Wisconsin, his 
birthplace. He also exhibited two of the three 
varieties he has of the only Civil War store 
card with a Hebrew inscription, the Felix Kosher 
Dining Saloon token of New York City, in copper 
and brass (clipped). Saul has a third specimen 
that is overstruck on another merchant's token, 

"• which is rare (only three known). His final ex- 

. t..;, ■. ; hi bit was INSI's 19&9 medal in nickel-silver, 

engraved with his and his wife's name. The next 
exhibitor was Ben Odesser , who showed two Blum's Lucky Seven tokens. These were issued 
by Blum's Lucky 7 Stores in Baltimore, Maryland about 193&, as shown by an ad of that 
year offering this item as "The Famous Lucky-7 Egyptian Scarab Charm." Blum's was 
founded during the early 1930's and merged with another Baltimore department store, 
Pollacks, in October 1959* This unusual token purports to be a luck charm "of XVIII 
to XXIII Dynasties." (Does this mean that this charm was no longer lucky starting 
with the XXIV Dynasty, 730 B.C.E.?) These charms also were used as key tags and charge 
plates. Ben exhibited a specimen in brass (or gilt copper) and a white metal striking 
of the reverse only. In addition, he showed a square bronze token with a space for a 
hole (but not pierced) commemorating the declaration of independence of Israel, l4th 
May, 1948, One of the members suggested that this might be a school token. Our third 
exhibitor was Don Oppenheim , who had recently attended the Canadian Numismatic Asso¬ 
ciation Convention in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, a city of 15,000 population. 
He displayed a group of souvenirs from the convention, including trade dollars (rare 
trade dollars now bring $80-$100, he reported), wooden nickels, and pins. Trade dol¬ 
lars are actually spendable, he reported. The last exhibitor was 
Robert Leonard , who brought a souvenir token commemorating the 
Statue of Liberty, apparently issued in 1986, with a quotation 
from Emma Lazarus' poem on the reverse. He also exhibited three 
mysterious lead tokens from the Middle East with designs resem¬ 
bling those on ancient Jewish bronze coins (shown here by reduced 
size drawings), together with the coins themselves. These uni¬ 
face pieces, one with a palm tree and two with grapes (?) in a 
wreath, do not have characteristic patinas and may not be old, 

though it is possible that they are ancient tesserae, he said. They may be modern 
pieces meant to deceive tourists. 




PERSONALS; Get well wishes to Mrs. Greenstein, Bob's mother, would be appreciated. 
She is recovering from a stroke suffered at the beginning of September. INSI extends 
its hearty wishes for a speedy and complete recovery. 

COMING ATTRACTIONS: Our annual donated auction will be held November 30. Get ready! 
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LETTER FROM DR. NEEDLEMAN: 


The AINA has asked that INSI reconsider its decision to 
drop the idea of reviving The Great Lakes Seminar. Dr. Saul 
Needleman, who is acting as overall coordinator, has agreed 
to try one more time to organize the affair. Because of the 
short timing, the date has been rescheduled to March, 1989. 

As now conceived, The Great Lakes Seminar is expected 
to draw about 60 members and guests of INSI of Illinois, 
Michigan, Cleveland and, perhaps, Brooklyn as well as 
representatives of AINA. It is expected that a few members 
of local coin clubs also will attend the educational forum. 
The two-day program would begin Saturday morning with an 
informal registration-breakfast followed throughout the day 
by a series of six invited speakers who will address various 
aspects of Judaean, Palestinean and Israeli numismatics 
including coins, tokens, medals and paper money. Educational 
numismatic exhibits will be set up for continuous viewing 
and competition for prizes. The evening will be capped by a 
dinner which will include a presentation on the future of 
AINA. 

Sunday will be highlighted by an awards breakfast to be 
followed by an open discussion on the future of INS clubs. 

Two additional speakers will conclude the numismatic forum 
program of the previous day. The early afternoon is 
reserved for those interested in informal discussion, 
private trades or in attending a local bourse. 

While the actual work required of individuals would be 
minimal, success of this Seminar depends on the combined 
cooperation of INSI (and the other INS) committee members, 
each doing their small share. Volunteers are needed to 
handle the following functions: 

1 . meeting site and rooms 

2. dinner/breakfast 

3. registration 
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4. publicity (works with other INS's) 

5. exhibits and awards 

6. speakers 

No one function should take tottally more than a couple 
of hours of effort. If everyone worked as a committee of 
the whole. The Great Lakes Seminar sponsored by INSI could 
be a great success (and perhaps net a little money for 
INSI). 

If we are to notify AINA that we will sponsor the 
seminar in 1989, enough INSI members must agree to cooperate 
in this affair by the September meeting^A news release 
already has been scheduled for the next'issue of The Shekel 
but this can still be withdrawn. Its up to you. If you 
want to make this work - and keep INSI going, contact Dr. 
Needleman. Dr. Needleman was emphatic that he will not make 
this a one-man effort. 
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The 2l6th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will "be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, October 26, I988 8:00 P.M. 



PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER: Our own Herbert Hubert will speak to us on a 
most timely subject: "Kristallnacht After 50 Years." Yes, the 
Ninth of November, 1988, will mark the 50th anniversary of this 
Nazi outrage against the Jews of Germany. Herbert, himself an eye¬ 
witness and victim of this horror, will describe his experiences 
and his reflections on the implications of Kristallnacht after 
half a century. Bring a guest to hear this unique program! 



RECAP OF SEPTEMBER MEETING: Due to the very light turnout for this meeting (perhaps 
related to late delivery of the Bulletin) President Hunt Unger reversed our usual or¬ 
der of business and covered club business first, in the hope that additional members 
would arrive in time for the program. He announced that he had received a request 
from the Synagogue for $280 rent for 14 meetings at $20 each. Apparently the rent had 
never been paid because Dr. Needleman had not considered that he had arrived at a de¬ 
finitive agreement on the amount, and Robert Greenstein had not paid it because he had 
never received a request for payment from the Synagogue. Mr. Michael Hoff, Business 
Administrator of Temple Beth-El, was upset that nothing had been paid for 14 months, 
and Hunt was very concerned about inheriting this problem. Of course the club did not 
have $280 in its treasury to pay this demand. However, Don Oppenheim offered to speak 
to the Synagogue and attempt to settle the matter on favorable terms. After the meet¬ 
ing he reported that he had met with Mr. Hoff and had settled all our past obligations 
for the sum of $50, which he had paid; Don generously donated this $50 to the club. 
Starting with the October meeting, our rent will be $15 per meeting, and we agreed to 
supply them with a schedule of future meetings for Mr. Hoff's approval. All of us at 
INSI extend our thanks to Don Opuenheim for the fine way he resolved the rent delin¬ 

quency of the club, and for his generosity in donating the funds required to make an 
immediate settlement. 


Unfortunately, no further volunteers came forward to assist with the proposed Great 
Lakes Numismatic Seminar, so it was reluctantly dropped for the time being. With a 
total of six members present, Hunt introduced our speaker, Bob Leonard, who presented 
"An Inside Look at the Coin Auction Business." 

Bob explained that he had worked for two months for Superior Stamp & Coin Co./Superior 
Galleries in Beverly Hills recently, and had spent considerable time with the auction 
part of the business. He described how an auction is run from the arrival of the con¬ 
signments to the mailing of the prices realized, and gave suggestions for successful 
bidding at a major auction. 
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Consignments arrive at the auction house in various forms, Boh explained.—in old al¬ 
bums, in trays (sometimes without tickets), even loose. Genuine and counterfeit, iden¬ 
tified and unidentified coins are mixed together. To protect both consigner and them¬ 
selves from a possible mixup, Superior copies all significant lots by Xerox as received, 
then puts each lot in a flip labeled with the consigner's no. Consignments are then 
assigned to an appropriate auction, U.S. or foreign, with high-priced rarities going 
to an "apostrophe auction" (Auction *88, etc.). High grade coins may be sent to PCGS 
(Professional Coin Grading Service) for Auction Express grading. 

Cataloging begins by grouping the consignments into lots, with coins of small value 
being grouped into large lots, and filling out a catalog card for each lot. Contract 
catalogers are frequently used by Superior, though some cataloging is done by the Gold¬ 
bergs, who do all final grading and estimating. Lot numbers are assigned when the auc¬ 
tion is closed, photographs are taken in-house, and grades are assigned and reviewed 
and price estimates made. 

A variety of advertising is run for each sale, Bob said, beginning with ads soliciting 
consignments and featuring highlights of material already consigned, then promotion for 
the auction itself, offering catalogs for sale. The catalog is typeset in-house and 
pasted up, and a color photograph for the cover taken by an outside photographer to¬ 
gether with any color photographs of coins that will appear. The catalog is then 
proofread, corrected, and sent to the printer. The printed catalogs are reviewed, and 
if acceptable, mailed to the subscriber list, auction buyers, complementaries, and cat¬ 
alog purchasers; they are also available in the store. 

Next the auction is put in final form: the coins are sealed in oversize flips (2j" x 
% ) with the printed lot number and put in order in special boxes. Very valuable 
coins are mounted in screw type custom plastic holders, while large lots are indivi¬ 
dually heat sealed in plastic pages. Viewings are scheduled and advertised beginning 
several weeks before the sale, Bob explained. Sometimes highlights are taken to major 
shows, but this causes insurance problems. Usually viewing is done at the store (ex¬ 
cept for a hotel for the apostrophe auctions and the New York International Show sale), 
using high-intensity (halogen) lighting and special help to assist and count the lots. 
Temporary help is often used, such as retirees, and there is actually a firm that pro¬ 
vides this service. Viewing continues on weekends and holidays right up to the auc¬ 
tion. 


Advance bids are received by telephone, mail, and over the counter and recorded in the 
computer book. At all Superior auctions there is a second book consisting of condi¬ 
tional (either/or, etc.) bids and those of anonymous big spenders, which is bid from 
the floor against the unconditional book, Bob said. Opening bids are established a few 
days before the auction, depending on the level and number of bids. The sale itself is 
called by Mark or Ira Goldberg in the auction gallery at a fast pace. At the conclu¬ 
sion, the prices realized are printed and mailed and a hard bound catalog issued. 


SHOW AND TELL: There were two exhi- 
bitors tonight. The first, Don Op- ( 
penheim , showed an Israel medal for j 
which the editor failed to record the ! 
details. The second, Robert Leonard . ' 
displayed a plastic-laminated chit 
from La Paz, Bolivia, good for one 
chicharron (a meal of fried pork and 
boiled corn, with hot sauce). These ! 
meal tickets held their value during ^ 
the great Bolivian inflation of 1984- | 
1985, and Bob wondered if there were 
similar examples from Israel. 0% 
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PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER: It's annual Donated Auction 
time again, the time when INSI members select 
their choicest and most desirable white elephants 
and contribute them to help defray the club's ex¬ 
penses. Donations of both numismatic and non- 
numismatic items are invited: coins, medals, to¬ 
kens, stamps, pins, postcards, books, artifacts, 
glassware, wine, or whatever are appropriate. And 
come prepared for a lot of fun and bargains, a.nd 
bring a friend. Hannuka is coming soon! 



REC AP OF OCTOBER MEETING; Hunt Unger opened the 2l6th meeting of INSI by honoring the 
memory of our member Pearl Greenstein, Bob Greenstein's mother, by invoking a minute 
of silence. Pearl joined INSI in I986, though she was active intermittantly for many 
years before that. A warm, outgoing person and model grandmother, she will be sorely 
missed. Her death from a stroke on October 21 was a shock to us all. We extend our 
heartfelt sympathy to Melvin, Bob, and the entire Greenstein family. 

Hunt then thanked Donald Oppenheim once more for the fine job he did settling our rent 
liability with the temple. He suggested that members—on a voluntary basis—make a 
one month contribution toward our rent obligation of $15.00 per meeting. Hunt Unger 
paid for the October meeting rent. Dr. Lippitz suggested that at the next meeting a 
sheet be circulated where members can sign up for the monthly meeting rent obligation 
on a personal contribution basis. Hunt then spoke about the November meeting which 
will be the I988 auction meeting. He strongly suggested that contributions by the mem¬ 
bers should heavily target coins and stamps. 

Our Treasurer, Joe Sporn, then gave a financial report. We have $331*00 in the bank. 
Since our [bank charges approximately $72.00/annum in fees due to our low bank balance, 
Hunt called on Herbert Hubert to talk to Mr. Loundy, President of Devon Bank and mem¬ 
ber ofZBeth-Emet to determine if his bank could accomodate us on a no-fee basis. Her¬ 
bert agreed to do this. 

21 I 

Next came Herbert Hubert's presentation about Kristall Nacht. Even though this was a. 
painful,, subject for him to talk about, he feels that by doing so he is performing a 
mission. He spoke essentially about his personal experience. Heavy emphasis was 
about his Odyssey to Shanghai. He supported his presentation by documents issued by 1 
the Nazi" bureaucracy. Hunt added that it was the conglomeration of the German indus- 
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' try^fiat financed Hitler into power. 

MANUSCRIPT 0 2 0 ; , 4 0 0 0 

Even though several members were absent due to personal.and business- reasons, 1 3 mem¬ 
bers and guests were in attendance which must be considered a good turnout. At the 
conclusion of his presentation, Herbert Hubert was thanked by those present for sharing 
his experiences of those dreadful times with us. 

SHOW AND TELL: Since the business meeting and presentation consumed just about the 
meeting time, the Show and Tell part was held over to the next meeting. 

COIN ORDERS; It is anticipated that orders will be taken at the meeting for the I 988 
Hanukka coin set. This set consists of a silver 1 New Sheqel B.U. and a 2 New Sheqa¬ 
lim Proof, both featuring a Hanukka Lamp from Tunisia. This lamp was made in the 19 th 
century .and is in the collection of the Israel Museum. In Tunis it was customary to 
hang the Hanukka Lamp on the wall opposite the Mezuzah, near the front door of the 
house. It was left in this position until Purim, so as to show the connection between 
the two miracles. Oil and linen wicks were used in the lighting. 



The Jewish Community in Tunisia is one of the oldest in the Diaspora. It is possible 
that the first Jewish settlers arrived in the 10th century B.C.E. After the Roman con¬ 
quest o’f Carthage in 146 B.C.E., the community was enlarged by Jews from Rome, Judaea, 
and Cyrenaica. When the Arabs conquered North Africa, they found flourishing Jewish 
communities such as Kairouan and Gabfes. In 1956 the Jewish Community in Tunisia 
reached its peak, numbering about 105,000. Today less than 2,500 Jews live there. 

About 50j000 have gone to Israel and about the same number have emigrated to Prance. 

The 'Tunisian community evolved several variations of the Hanukka tradition. Besides 
the placement of the Hanukkr Lamp, mentioned above, the Hanukka blessings were printed 
on a special page which included stories of Judith or Antiochus in Judeo-Arabic. The 
sixth day of Hanukka (which corresponds to Rosh Chodesh Teveth) is called Rosh Chodesh 
Le-Banoth (New Moon for Girls) there. On this occasion a special party is held in hon¬ 
or of thb daughters in the family. A festive meal with traditional cakes and different 
sweets is prepared. The girls receive gifts and the fiancfe presents his fiancfee with 
something precious, usually jewelry. 

The coins will be minted at the Royal Mint of Utrecht. Maximum mintage is 11,000 for 
the 2 New Sheqalim and 11,500 for the 1 New Sheqel. The 2 New Sheqalim is priced at 
$27.00 and the 1 New Sheqel at $18.00, 

Orders may |also be taken for two new Bank of Israel mint sets, a 40th anniversary set 
of circulation coins with a special Bank of Israel token and a 1988 set of circulation 
coins featuring the new 1 New Sheqel depicting Maimonides. Both sets are encased in 
custom plastic holders. The first set is priced at $6.50 and the second set at $7*50. 
Also being offered now are uncut sheets of the new 1 New Sheqel bannknote portraying 
Maimonides, in two sizes: a 12 banknote sheet for $17.00 and an 18 banknote sheet for 
$22.00.“ "Both sheets are shipped rolled up. 

Finally^ J 40th Anniversary state medals in various metals are also available. 









